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of Christ still maintains upon the sympathies and respect of the great majority of 
Englishmen. For it was this above all that made Mr. Spurgeon what he was. 
His personality, his character, his earnestness, even his power as s preacher con. 
sidered in reference to the externals of his message, voice, manner, eloquence, 
fiashes of humour, none of these things constituted the real cause of so many 
thousands hanging upon his ministry during « lifetime, and so many more 


thé: there was mnarvellous freshness in the way that he presented it to 
weary. . His variety in the manner of handling his subjects was 
wth be eer kept ad linge evr andere 
accord-— 


of hearers and readers than any minister probably ever did,: attest by ike 


| 
Tas tare M. de Levecare 
es & 
| 
Tux public recognition of the great loss which the nation has sustained in 
the death of Mr. Spurgeon, is » gratifying testimony to the hold which the Gospel 
These gifts may have no doubt contributed to his success, but the 
secret cause of it all was that which is written of Haggai i. 18: “Then spake the 
Lord’s messenger, in the Lord's message, unto the people.” 

That he was indeed the Lord's messenger and spake the Lord's message none 
could doubt who could appreciate the Gospel of the Grace of God which was his 
ecatinual theme in his pulpit ministrations. His ministry wae prolonged, after he 
became what would be called a popular preacher, for about thirty-five years, but he 
never courted popularity, nor did he slter his message to gain favour with the 

, great, so many of whom came atone time in such numbers to hear him. One 
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ance with Scripture that he was ® messenger sent of God, but he also gave 

proof of the same by the trials and troubles through which, in common with many — 
of the Lord's most gifted and faithful servants, he was called to pass. Hewes: 

put into s very furnace of fiery trial of physical suffering, and what aggravated 

his sufferings was the interruption which they caused at times to his much-loved 

pulpit mmistrations. His banishment of late every winter, whilst it took him to 

& more genial climate, took him away from his work, 
him. Bat the greatest trial of all wis the “ down-grade" controversy, with the 
bitterness of spirit it evoked on the part of some of those who, though members 
of his own denomination, resented his faithful and consistent stand 

of God. » J 


This controversy is of too late a date to need 
separated Mr. Spurgeon from the Baptist Union, and 
extent from many with whom he had formerly bem 
intimacy. But though this step on his part is still found 
those who had little sympathy with “down-grade”’ error, : 
to have regretted it, and always referred to it as having brought relief 
conscience by enabling him to protest against union with those whose 
was at variance. with fundamental truth. If it lost him some former 
gained hun many new ones, and those who attended the great meeting im 
Hall three years ago, convened by our Alliance for the defence of 
nor the hearty welcome aceorded him on the occasion. 


his 
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tongue is spoken: ~ Phe thing is 


44 
One good that resulted from this painful episode in Mr.) Spurgeon's 
q ministry was its drawing him imto closer fellowship with Evangelical (Christians of 
sia other denominations than his own, and especially with these of the Church of 
England. His early utterances on the Baptismal controversy and his counte 
nancing the Liberation Sosiety had rather tended to alienate from him. the 
sympathies of the Evangelical clergy,: but they could notbnt-.edmixe ‘the bold 
stand he took for the truth’s sake, and could not but sympathise: with, one whese 
faithfalness to God's truth drew-dewn him the displeasure. of: masty of dis 
gelical clergy, They sre shown by the request of the Bishop of the Dicsese 
(Dr. Randall Davidson) to be allowed to attend funeral, 
deacon of London (Dr. Sinclair) who, in preaching at St. Panl’s Cathedral, thus 
alluded .t0: the loss which they. ail had sustained: by. Mr. Spargeon’s death :— 
“ We cannot hear Untouched: that our. country has. lost. its. greatest living 
patient: hearers, eager to.zeccive: from.one untiring tongue. the; Word 
Analyse the gifts ofr that powerful evangelist ae accurately as.you. cam measure 
as closely be possible the secret of his influence ; do mot believe that 
America, remotest settlements 
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Binelaie wall. trace’ the cause of Mr. Spurgeon's 
‘popularity to its trae sources, What was it that gave this plain uncultured 
@ religious influence eo unparalleled in our day, and made his name a 


very backbone of England, and throughout the English-speaking race.” 


~A popular minister who was by no means in sympathy with Mr. Spurgeon’s 
message, and at times manifested no little hostility to what he would 
denounced as his Calvinism, ‘writes to the Times that Mr. Spurgeon “ 
that evangelical preaching can draw around itself the greatest congregstion 
the world, and hold it for a lifetime . . . and he has vividly—almost, 


4 


5 


was kept by Him “who holdeth the seven stars in His right 
the midst of the seven golden candlesticks.” — | ' 


attention to, 4he. Invitation issued the Cogneil 


the. Irish Branch. of the for the apnnal. Day of 


i over the wide world? No doubt he had rare gifts. He was 
i », and lively in these times of the faint heart, irresolution and 
that genuine eloquence which is all the more effective because 
and simplicity, He matchless Voice, powerful and 
every quality of earnestness and variety. He had sbundant 
pathos, and never failed to be interesting. He was utterly un- 
by the questionings of criticism. But it was, above all, the splendid 
BE the unswerving strength, the exuberant vitality of his faith in God's 
revelation to man through His Son Jesus Christ, combined with the width and 
warmth of his zealous love for souls, that gave him that unbounded power which 
—— classes, who are the 
in Mr. 
borne 
and their message being modified 
remained the same, and his message to the end remained the 

The Bishop of Rochester (Dr. Randall Davidson) by the sympathetic letter he 
wrote asking to be allowed to attend Mr. Spurgeon's funeral, and afterwards going 
to the funeral with the chief mourners and pronouncing the blessing at the grave, 
has conferred. honour upon the Church of England, as well as upon himeelf, by 
exhibiting so Christian a spirit of brotherly recognition of the eminent Noncon- 
formist preacher. The Archdeacon of London in his sympathetic words in the 
pulpit of St. Panl’s, which we quote above, has acted in the same epitit, and s0 
has the Rector of Newington in attending one of the faneral servioés of one 
clergymen, also took part in the various memorial services, and the Charch of 
England is to be congratulated on being so well represented in these instances. 
While some would postpone any manifestation of Christian love to those. who are 
mid; “Let ugnot agree. to differ, for that would be making light of trath, but 
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(March 17), which appears in another column. The atten- 
is also the 


on such questions which the English-speaking races have 
hitherto adopted, if the United States should give in to the latitudinarianiam of 
the day and forget what is due to the religion of the Bible. We truly hope that 
the efforts to prevent this may be successful. 


The controversy on the subject of the Higher Criticism (so-called) of the 
Bible, stil] continues both in the columns of the Times and those of the Record. 
Mach valuable light has been thrown upon the whole subject by some able writers 
im the latter paper, especially by Dr. Wace, the Principal of King’s College, who 
points out how utterly devoid of proof are the assumptions of the Higher Critics, 
when propounding their theories—and they are but theories—as to the history 
and sacred literature of the Jews. Osnon Girdlestone, in an able series of papers 
entitled «‘ Doctor doctorum ” on the authority and accuracy of Christ's teaching, 
maintains, as against the propounders of the Kenosis view, that the word properly 
understood does not imply that our Lord, on becoming man, emptied Himaelf of 
the essential attributes of Deity, but only of its glory. Other writers confirm 
this view by showing that our Lord while on earth, though subjecting His will 
and action in all things to the Father, did not part with attributes which were 
ial to His person as God-man. Perhaps this is expressed as clearly as 

in John vy. 19: * The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He seeth 
the Father do: for what things soever He doeth, these also doeth the Son 
likewise.” 


Good cannot but result from the free discussion of this subject if it be carried 
on in a spirit of reverence and subjection to the teaching of Scriptare. Already, 


that our Lord's knowledge of the Old Testament was limited to what He might 
have known as a man. Even those who are so far in accord with the Kenosis 
view, as commonly understood, as to deny that He ever exercised His own powers 
of Deity on earth, yet protest strongly against any imputation of ignorance or 
defective knowledge in His teaching, believing that the Spirit of God given without 
measure to Him would have ever preserved Him from error ag a teacher sent 
_ from God. The more the person of the Son of God is contemplated in the light 
of Scripture, the more do His essential glories and His unique exéellencies 


The attention of members and friends of the Alliance throughout the country 
is called to the announcement in another column that the Annual Conference is 
to be held (p.v.) this year at Dundee. The invitation, which has been accepted 
by the Council, is signed by a large number of representative ministers and others, 
and it is hoped that this Conference, which is to commence on Sept. 26, will- prove 


Fourteenth General Union fr 


Our | 
iss. theo mos 
a the sanctity of the Lord’s- 
| ry see ID we 
| expressed in reference to the view put forward by a well known Mission preacher 


The ofa national humiliation, on of the prevailing sickness, has 


in the judgment of those most likely to know, made it too late now to hope for 
_ anything like a public or national appointment of a day of humiliation. 


removal of the epidemic. We still wish that some recognition of God's hand of 
& more national character could be hoped for, but we fear there is little reason 


to expect it. 


_ ‘We greatly regret to announce the approaching retirement of General Bir 
John Field from the Secretariat of the Evangelical Alliance on account of 
they are assured will not sever his connexion with, or interest in, the work of 
the Alliance. They have fally considered the question of the future working of the 
Secretariat, and have decided that instead of appointing another joint Secretary, 
Mr. Arnold should continue as General Secretary, and that two ministers, one a 


especially 

Church of England and Nonconformity, in the latter of which this has hitherto 
only been done, as from time to time Mr. Arnold has had seccess to pulpits in 
various parts of the kingdom to make known the principles and work of the 


March 1, 1098.) EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDON. 635 
as profitable and interesting as that at Bath last October, and at Cheltenham and 
other places in previous years. It is now some time since the Alliance crossed 
the Tweed to hold their Annual Conference (the last occasion being the meeting 
in Aberdeen in 1687), and the present year’s Conference takes the piace of the 
Annual Christian Convention held at Dundee. It is hoped that a large number 
of members of the Alliance from all parts of the kingdom wil! make their arrange 
ments so as to be present at the Dundee Conference. : 

The Evangelical Alliance has sustained « great loss in the sudden death, 
after four days’ illness, of Dr. Donald Fraser, the well-known minister of 
Marylebone Presbyterian Church, where he has been an able and eloquent 
preacher for the last twenty-two years. He was one of the Honorary Secretaries 
of the Evangelical Alliance, and has often devoted his services on important 
In 1877 he, in company with the 
Rev. Wm. Arthur and the Hon. and Rev. E. V. Bligh, went on « mission from — 
the Evangelical Alliance to the Evangelicals of Italy, and only last April he 
again visited Italy for the great International Conference at Florence, when he 
gave one of the principal addresses. Again and again he has spoken with great 
acceptance from the platform of the Alliance, at its annual conferences, and at 
many other meetings. 
been much under consideration amongst the members of Council, and it was hoped 
that efforts of a private kind which had been made to stir up in high quarters » 
sense of the importance of such a step might have been successful. Unfortunately 
it has not been so; and the considerable abatement of the plague of sickness has, 
have been two important meetings—not to speak of more local and private 
gatherings for prayer—that convened to protest against the opium traffic, and 
that called by the Protestant Alliance, in both of which national humiliation on 
account of national sins was strongly urged, and earnest prayers offered for the 
appointed as Deputstion Secretaries. It is hoped that thereby a considerable 
increase of interest in the work of the Evangelical Alliance may be looked for, 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 
A THOUSAND MILES WITH A BIBLE CARRIAGE. 
Notes of Colporteur Journey, Mesers. Ro and of the South 
African Auxiliary, Cape the Bible Society's Reporter. 
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